
Latin 
American City



History

• Were founded in 1500

• Founders: Spanish or Portuguese
conquerors

• First development was finished
about 1600

• Almost every metropole was 
founded back then

• Latin American city:
•Cities in South America and Central 
America

•People speak Spanish or Portuguese



Characteristics

• Based on the Portuguese or Spanish city model

• Chessboard pattern

• Attached to environment (f.e. mountains)

• There is a plaza in the middle of the city

• Central Business District around the plaza

• Slums

• Marginal districts



Central Business 
District

• Most important district

• Center of all Latin American cities

• Best employment opportunities

• Commercial and entertainment 
hubs



Commercial spine and 
Elite Residential Sector

commercial spine :

• extension of the CBD

• home to many commercial and industrial 
applications

Elite Residential Sector :

• Upper and upper middle class lives there

• museums, restaurants, parks, theaters 
and zoos



Structural change

• Since the 19th century

• Commercialism

• Environmental problems

•Rich people move out of the 
city into "gated communities"

• Big, old houses get used by poor 
people

•Slums are created ("favelas")

• Cheap houses (conventillos) are 
formed

• Other slums at the margin of 
the city



Typical example: Lima

• 10.800.000 inhabitants

• Capital of Peru

• Next to the Andes, the Pacific Ocean

• Old town belongs to the UNESCO world 
heritage site
• From the colonial times
• Inhabited by several Amerindian groups

• Located near mountains



Construction of 
Lima



Construction of Lima-
The Plaza

• Historical center

• Plaza de Armas de Lima

• Special ambience in contrast to 
North American cities

• Very focused on the centre

• Many restaurants

• Shopping centres

• Cathedrals

• Castles

• Town hall



Construction of Lima-
the CBD

• Around the plaza

• Main area of the city

• Many restaurants

• Shopping centres

• Cathedrals

• Castles

• High focus on this area

• Many working places

• Important for business

• More luxury in comparison 
to other districts



Construction of Lima –
the new CBD´s

• Formed in the closer past

• Often near main streets

• Smaller than the main CBD

• The same functions as the main 
CBD

•Shopping centres

•restaurants



Construction of Lima –
Patio houses

• Located around the city centre

• Big houses with a big patio

• Originally inhabited by rich 
people

•These people moved out to 
the outside of the city

•Poorer people come in

• Patio houses as reception areas 
for poor people

•Slums are created



Construction of 
Lima –The Slums
• Around the city centre

• Also called "favelas"

• Richer people moved out 
of these quarters

•Poor people move in

•Live in former Patio 
houses

• Patio houses are 
reception areas for 
poorer people

• Slums are created



Construction of Lima -Marginal districts (barriadas)

• At the margin of the city

• Many people are unemployed

• Former people from slums live there

• Very poor district, no focus

• The inhabitants have to create their own settlements/infrastructure



Quellen

• https://www.google.de/maps/place/Lima,+Peru/@-12.0459572,-
77.0308372,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x9105c5f619ee3ec7:0x14206cb
9cc452e4a!8m2!3d-12.0463731!4d-77.042754

• https://www2.klett.de/sixcms/media.php/229/29260X-8504.pdf

• https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lima

• https://www.thoughtco.com/latin-american-city-structure-1435755

• https://www.houzz.com/discussions/589216/what-do-do-with-our-
cracked-and-broken-poured-concrete-patio

• https://yourgrandvalley.com/patio-homes/
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Quellen

• https://www.costakreuzfahrten.de/costa-
club/magazine/reise/sehenswuerdigkeiten-rio-de-janeiro.html

• https://www.das-landkartenhaus.de/suedamerika-gro-poster-stiefel-
verlag

• https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/pollution/

• https://exisglobal.com/developments-and-office-trends-in-the-
chicago-central-business-district/

• https://www.thoughtco.com/latin-american-city-structure-1435755
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